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SUBJECT: GOP RECOGNITION OF USSR 

REF: MANILA 9964 (NOTAL) 

1. WHEN I SAW PRESIDENT MARCOS JULY 28, HE SURPRISED ME 
BY SAYING THAT HE DOUBTED HE WOULD VISIT MOSCOW "THIS 
YEAR." HE PURTHER SURPRISED ME BY SAYING THAT CURRENT 
PHILIPPINE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION WERE LIMITED 

TO THE CONCLUSION OP A TRADE AGREEMENT AND THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OP TRADE MISSIONS IN MOSCOW AND MANILA. 

2. IN VIEW INPORMATION I RECEIVED PROM ROMULO (REFTEL) I 
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ASKED WHETHER MARCOS THOUGHT SOVIETS WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH 
TRADE MISSION WHILE PEKING HAD AN EMBASSY. MARCOS SHRUGGED 
AND SAID SOVIETS HAD ONLY RAISED PROBLEMS WITH RESPECT SIZE 
OF THEIR MISSION AND THEIR DESIRE GIVE EULL DIPLOMATIC 
STATUS TO ITS MEMBERS. MARCOS SAID HE DOUBTED THE 
ISSUES "WOULD BE RESOLVED" IN NEXT FEW WEEKS AND HE DID 
NOT WANT TO GO TO MOSCOW AETER AUGUST. 

3. HE GAVE THREE REASONS FOR END OF AUGUST AS HIS CUT-OFF 
DATE; (A) IT WOULD BEGIN TO GET COLD IN MOSCOW IN 
SEPTEMBER, ASEAN SUMMIT MEETING COULD TAKE PLACE THAT 
EARLY, AND (C) HE HAD TOO MUCH TO DO AT HOME TO CONSIDER 
AN EXTENSIVE TRIP AWAY PROM PHILIPPINES. 

4. DESPITE THESE RATHER DEFINITIVE STATEMENTS, PHILIPPINE 
BUREAUCRACY KEEP GRINDING AWAY ON PLANS POR MARCOS VISIT 
TO MOSCOW IN LATE AUGUST. PALACE OFPICIAL TOLD ME JULY 29 
THAT STOPS ARE BEING PLANNED IN CAIRO AND JIDDA. RUMORS 
PERSIST THAT AMBASSADOR REYES (UN) WILL VISIT MOSCOW NEXT 
WEEK AS ADVANCE MAN. MOREOVER, MOST PLANNING HERE IS BASED 
ON ASEAN MEETING IN DECEMBER RATHER THAN SEPTEMBER. 

5. COMMENT: MARCOS WAS QUITE CATEGORIC IN HIS STATEMENTS 
AND IT IS NOT RPT NOT HIS PRACTICE TO MISLEAD ON PACTUAL 
MATTERS OF THIS SORT. IF HE HAS REALLY DECIDED TO PUT RP 
RELATIONS WITH USSR IN COLD STORAGE FOR REMAINDER THIS 
YEAR, SUCH DECISION WOULD APPEAR TO REPRESENT A CONSIDERABLE 
"LEAN" TOWARDS PEKING AND ABANDONMENT OF EVEN-HANDED 
PHILIPPINES POLICY BETWEEN MOSCOW AND PEKING. SULLIVAN 
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